
Did you know? 

• They can hold their breaths 
for up to 20 minutes under 
water

• The lifespan for most species 
of penguins is 15 to 20 years

• Penguins are only found in the 
Southern Hemisphere

• Penguins are the fastest 
swimming and deepest diving 
species of any bird

• Some species spend 75% of 
their life at sea

PENGUIN CHILL Exhibit Facts: 
• 11,130 sq. ft. split between two 
   levels for multi-level terrestrial 
   and subterranean viewing 

• 2,300 sq. ft / 35,000 cu. ft 
   enclosed penguin habitat space

• 60,000 gallon tank

• 4,881 sq. ft. public gallery space

Exhibit
 
The planned Penguin Chill exhibit will bring 
added value to the BioPark bringing economic 
vitality by making the BioPark a tourist 
destination. 
The new exhibit will house between 25 and 
40 Gentoo and King Penguins in a currently 
unused exhibit area directly adjacent to 
Inukshuk Bay. The two-level enclosed exhibit 
will provide a sub-Antarctic environment for both 
animals and visitors.

Future Habitat
 
Penguin Chill will provide an environment for sub- 
Antarctic penguins in an engaging and eco-friendly 
exhibit.  Underwater viewing opportunities will offer visitors a unique view of 
the birds as they swim and dive; while above water viewing areas will educate 
visitors about the bird’s sub-Antarctic habitat.



PENGUIN CHILL

Architectural Concept 
 
Well placed windows will give panoramic views of the exhibit, allowing 
visitors to feel a part of the birds’ terrestrial habitat. Visitors will cross over the 
water via a large glass floor under which penguins may swim, exhibiting their 
incredible speed, grace, and agility. The icy exhibit then meanders down 
a sloped hallway alongside the exhibit and moves into the subterranean 
penguin environment. On the lower level, there will be underwater viewing, 
an extensive education area, a vertical viewing tube, and an ice wall. The 
exhibit pool will vary in width from 5 feet to 12 feet, providing the birds with 
ample swimming room. 

Environmental Aspects 
 
The habitats designed to house sub-Antarctic penguins take into 
consideration the birds’ specialized needs. These penguins require 
cold waters and clean crisp air to remain healthy. A thick layer of fat insulates 
penguins in cold ocean waters; therefore, the exhibit’s water temperature will be 
regulated at 50 degrees to keep them from overheating. High latitude penguins 
experience dramatic changes of day length throughout the year. This exhibit 
will recreate those cycles to facilitate breeding and molting. Behind the scenes, 
additional climate controlled animal spaces for collection management, fish 
freezers, and food prep areas will make this a self-contained penguin complex.

Going Green
The exhibit presents an opportunity to showcase our commitment to building 
and operating in a green manner. From the selection of building materials, to 
design elements that improve efficiency in operations, the exhibit will expand 
the BioPark’s efforts to develop systems and strategies which have a minimal 
impact on the environment. A portion of the previous polar bear exhibit will be 
repurposed for exterior walls of the new Penguin Chill. Efficiently and effectively 
filtering and recirculating water and capturing heat generated from cooling air 
and water are both potential design elements of this exciting new exhibit being 
considered. In addition, this exhibit could potentially become a demonstration 
site for new technologies related to solar, wind, thermal, wave action, and other 
low impact energy systems.


